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GAL. v. 13. 


BRETHREN, YE HAVE BEEN CALLED UNTO LIBERTY, 
ONLY USE NOT LIBERTY FOR AN OCCASION TO 
THE FLESH, BUT BY LOVE SERVE ONE ANOTHER. 


— 


HESE Words of the Apoſtle had an immediate 
| refercnce to the controverſy then ſubſiſting be- 
tween the Jewiſh and Gentile Converts, reſpecting a 
ſtrict obſervance of the Moſaical Law ; but the general 
admonition contained in them is of eternal import to 
every age and nation. At this ſeaſon therefore, when 
the vencrable Diſpenſers of our Laws are preparing 
« truly and indifferently to miniſter Juſtice, to the 
puniſhment of wickedneſs and vice, and to the main- 
tenance of true religion and virtue, a fair occaſion is 
offered, to “ reaſon , Righteouſneſs,” as indiſpen- 
ſably connected with the proſperity of a People; to in- 
force the duty of manly Subordination, as eſſentially 
requiſite to the preſervation of true Liberty. 
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In treating this ſubject, in which our obligations, 
civil as well as religious, muſt neceſſarily fall under 
conſideration, I truſt it will not be thought that I guit 
the peculiar province of a Miniſter of God's Word, 
when I ſtrive from this place to preſs on the conſcience 
of my auditors, a chearful ſubmiſſion to the lawful or- 
dinances of Man; or that I exceed the Commiſſion re- 
ceived from the Prince of Peace, when I earneſtly re- 
commend Unity and Concord, as the beſt means of 
promoting a Nation's happineſs, as the beſt proof of a 
genuine affection for the public weal. In truth, from 
the exig:nce of the Time, general Politics are become 
a part of general Morals; for whilſt doctrines are in— 
duſtrioully diffuſed, tending to unſettle the illiterate 
and incautious in their confidence towards God, and 
diſturb their conteatment under the protection of their 
Country ; whilſt thus daily attempts are making to 
render Blaſphemy and Sedition eaſy to the meaneſt 
capacity, it is the duty of a well-wiſher to his fellow- 
ſubjects, to avail himiclf of every opportunity to prove, 
that ſuch Men as would perſuade their Neighbours who 
feel themſelves happy that they are in fact miſerable, 
have not their welfare honeſtly at heart; and that attend- 
ing to ſuch advice, or following ſuch example, will not 

advance their felicity either in this world or the next. 
| LET 


EY 
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Lu r us not imagine that by yielding to due Subor- 


dination we abandon or endanger that Liberty which 


is our chiefeſt boaſt and bleſſing, the Liberty of Britons, 
« the glorious : Liberty of the Children of Gt; but 
let us well conſider wherein this invaluable poſſeſſion 
doth actually conſiſt; let us examine its nature and ex- 
tent, and we ſhall then be the better able to judge 


how to preſerve it inviolate. 


ABSOLUTE Liberty is inconſiſtent with moral rela- 
tions, and can refer only to the beaſt of the foreſt, or a 
ſingle Savage far removed from the Reſidence of hu- 
manity. True and rational Liberty is the faithful 
Companion of godly moderation, the Friend of ſocial 
% Virtue, Righteouſneſs, and Truth;” it conſiſts in 
the power of ſecurely practiſing and enjoying what is 
juit and good, not in that of committing with impu- 
nity what is iniquitous and baſe: And as Virtue is 
placed in the mean between two extremes, ſo Liberty 
can flouriſh only in a ſimilar fituation, equidiſtant from 
licentious violence end paſſive acquieſcence. When an 
Individual ventures to the utmoſt confines of moral 
freedom, it is moſt likely he will inſenſibly be led far- 
ther than he firſt intended, gradually tranſgreſs the 
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141 
bounds preſcribed by duty, and at length boldly ad- 
vance into the wild region of injuſtice*and outrage ; he 
then inſtantly forfeits the name of Freeman, being 
equally a Slave, whether he ſubmit to the arbitrary 
power of a Perſon, or to the deſpotiſm of a vicious 
paſſion. The known Will of our Creator, the cri- 
terion of all moral and religious duty, is a ſteady rule, 


agreeable to our unbiaſſed reaſon, under which we may 
act conſiſtently with free will; the dominion of our ap- 


petites is fluctuating and capricious, and by blinding 
the judgment, renders us incapable of a free choice be- 
tween good and evil, under this the mind is reduced to 
the meaneſt ſervitude, whilſt the other“ ſervice 7s 
perfect freedom.” 


A right ſenſe of moral and religious obligation there- 
fore can alone define the limits of human freedom, and 
the ſame principles which conſtitute it in each man's 
particular character, are the only preſervatives of public 
Liberty, which, like the free-will of every Individual, 
is doubtleſs his birth-right, but he is nevertheleſs an- 
ſwerable to his Conſcience, to his Country, and to his 
God for the uſe he makes of it. The only method then 
he has of knowing whether he uſe or abuſe his Liberty, 
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($3 
is by trying his conduct according to the Laws of each 
power to whom he is thus accountable; but as there arc 
found too few who duely reſort to this impartial ſcru- 
tiny, it becomes neceſſary to the well-being of a com- 
munity to inforce the practice by civil authority, that 
they who will not ** judge themſelves, may be judged 
by others.” Civil Liberty thus ſuppoſes a Govern- 
ment and Law under which it is peaceably enjoyed, 
which preſerve it entire to every one by framing and 
inforcing ſtatutes to defend the weak againit the op- 
preſſion of the mighty, the good from the injury of the 
evil, to repreſs the enormity of Vice by the terror of 
puniſhment, and encourage Virtue by honourable re- 
ward. Whoever therefore think to teſtiſy their love of 
civil ſreedom by an impatience of all lawful controul, 
miſtake clamorous tumult for diſintereſted zeal, and 
ſeditious uproar for patriotic ſentiment : The pure li- 
berty of a Community is incompatible with ſuch Spi- 
rits, who ſay, like the ſactious in Iſrael, © „th our 
tongue weill we prevail, we are they whoa ought to 
Jperak ; who is Lord over us? who, making the 
public cauſe a cloak for ſiniſter deſigns, talk loudly of 
reducing thoſe above them to their own ſtandard, whilſt 
nothing is farther from their thoughts or wiſhes, than 
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either to raiſe their inferiors to a level with themſelves, 
or deſcend to their humble and tranquil ſituation.— 
Much clamor has of late been revived reſpecting In- 
dependence and Equality as eſſential to the happineſs 
of Man. But what is Man, that he may boalt of ab- 
ſolute independence? Man who from his Cradle to his 
Grave is neceſſarily dependent on his Maker for his 
exiſtence, on his fellow-creatures for comfort and ſup- 
port. When he comes into the World weak and help- 
leſs, his cries and tears ſufficiently expreſs his want of 
that aſſiſtance he muſt derive from other beings ; as 
long as he lives, even in the high day of youth and 
vigor, however induſtrious, however active, however 
proſperous he may be, he is daily indebted in ſome 
degree to the labor of others for his ſubſiſtence; and 
when the pains of ſickneſs or feebleneſs of old age come 
on, happy is he to acknowledge himſelf dependent on 
any friendly hand that will ſupport his ſteps, ſupply him 
with thoſe neceſſaries he has no longer power to pro- 
cure for himſelf, and watch with tender care over 
his bed of languid mortality. Could we moreover 
cqualize the minds of Men, there would be ſome 
probability that general Equality might at length be 
eſtabliſhed, as they are now conſtituted by the wiſe 

Creator 


„ 
Creator and Governor of all things, it appears not to 
be his will that they ſhould be ſo; indeed, could 
Equality be eſtabliſhed to-day, it muſt be infringed on 
to-morrow; —the induſtrious muſt riſe ſuperior to the 
indolent, the wiſe man to the fool, the prudent to the 
thoughtleſs, the honeſt man muſt gain that diſtin- 
guiſhed confidence which is denied to the knave, the 
man of ſcience be conſulted in preference to the illi- 
terate, the man of valor and virtue honored and re- 
warded before the coward and the profligate; ſo that it 
is to be lamented ſo much argument ſhould have been 
expended to found a Theory for the conduct of human 


beings, not reducible to human Practice. 


Conscious of theſe reciprocal wants, and this une- 
qual diſpenſation of abilities, Men in the moſt uncivili- 
zed ages formed a ſocial union, and gave ſuperior autho- 
rity to ſome among them to direct their affairs, and 
preſerve good order for the peace and welfare of the 
whole body, and every Individual concerned; and in 
the ſeveral changes which hiſtory informs us have hap- 
pened in the States and Empires of the world, when- 
ever the unruly paſſions of Men have hurried them to 
diſturb that order, whilſt the wickedneſs of ſome, 


and 


6 
and the weakneſs of others violently effected Innova- 
tion, it has generally been found that inſtead of enjoy- 
ing that pure liberty, plauſibly promiſed to the People, 
they have groaned under licentious oppreſſion, and in- 
ſtead of reformation beheld confuſion. 


Wr know from experience that each ſimple conſti- 
tution has its peculiar diſeaſe inherent in its nature, un- 
limited Monarchy degenerates into abſolute power, 
Ariſtocracy into jealouſy and fierce contention, Demo- 
cracy into anarchy, or the mercileſs tyranny of a few. 
Grateful ſhould we therefore be to ** the moſt High, 
who divideth to the Nations their Inheritance” that 
nur Anceſtors have ſelected the ſeveral excellencies of 
each model to form for us an admirable ſyſtem of civil 
policy, united with a pure form of religion, a Conſtitu— 
tion, whoſe parts reciprocally ſupport and controul 
_cach other. They had heads to underſtand the mat- 
er well, they had hands to accompliſh their juſt de- 
Ius, they had hearts to aſſert their honeſt rights; they 
; clieved the regal Sceptre of its unwieldy weight, they 
Jeprived the inſolent Chieftain of the rod of ſelfiſh 
oppreſſion, they wrenched at the ſame time from popu- 
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lar hands the weapons of riot and ſedition, and pla- 
ced no power within either's graſp, but what tended 
effectually to the ſafety and dignity of the Throne, the 
glory and ſupport of true Nobility, the well-governing 
and proſperity of the People; they bade Agriculture 
and Commerce go hand in hand, and cordially aſſiſt 
each other, that whilſt the one poured into our har- 
bours the abundant riches of foreign lands, the other 
ſhould remain at home to improve and protect our own. 

This noble ſorm of government, thus founded originally 
by Men of ſpirit and of ſenſe, on a mutual covenant of 
judgment and juſtice between Prince and People, has 


| attained by flow degrees to as much perfection as can 


be expected in any human inſtitution, for in all its 
ſtruggles, poſſeſſing the innate power to rectify itſelf, 
whenever any one of its component parts had become 
exorbitant enough to ſuppreſs or encroach on another, 
it has ever manifeſted ſufficient energy to reſtore the 
equipoiſe ; and at length, by that glorious trial of the 
wiſdom and fortitude of an enlightened People, ſtyled 
from its ſingular excellence, The Revolution, when the 
Duties of thoſe who are to govern, as well as thoſe 
who are to obey, were equally aſcertained ; as alſo 
by that Act, which confirming theſe reſpective pri- 
vileges, placed the preſent illuſtrious Race on the 


Throne of their Anceſtors, is eſtabliſhed on a Rock, 
R | 7 


610) 
I' truſt never to be ſhaken. *#—Next to our excellent 
Conſtitution, we have good reaſon to bleſs God for 
the code of juſt and equal Laws connected with it, and 
for 


The Britiſh Conſtitution has already ſtood the teſt of Time, been 
the boaſt of its own poſſeſſors, the envy and imitation of other Na- 
tions. With pride we may reflect, that the Inhabitants of a great 
Continent, chiefly peopled from our ſhores, and on whom (though ſepa- 
rated from us, as an adult who faſtidiouſly quits his father's houſe, we 
muſt ſtill look with the partiality of a Parent) have taken it for a model 
to themſelves, Time alone can evince, whether the alterations there 
made are more conducive to ſtability and permanency than the venerable 
Original. Their Conſtitution may be more ſuitable to the temper, habits, 
and manners of that diſtant clime; and there is a material difference be- 
tween endangeting an old approved eſtabliſhment by innovations, or ad- 
mitting into a new one, ſome modification of principles, which to ſome 
may appear improvements. Our Conſtitution holds forth equal en- 
couragement to all its members to exert themſelves in its ſervice. There 
is no Man, let his Birth be ever ſo obſcure, but may recommend him- 
ſelf by his talents to the higheſt Offices of the State; whilſt, to prevent 
an abuſe of this privilege, there is no one, however high his office may 
be, but is reſponſible for the adminiſtration thereof to the Supreme Tri- 
bunal of the Land, the Repreſentatives of his Countrymen. Beſides 
which, the great Body of the People, or any Individual may carry peti- 
tion or remonſtrance to the Throne; a right however to be uſed tem- 
perately, leſt by too frequent application it degenerate into idle and 
vexatious murmur, and defeat its own end, turning the falutary remedy 
it is calculated to adminiſter, into a dangerous diſeaſe, Every Liberty 
alſo is allowed of enquiring into the Government under which we live, 


8 | and 


( 1 ) 
for having preſerved. ſo long to us a Sovereign, who at 
the very beginning of his reign gave a propitious 
pledge of that earneſt deſire “ 1 execute juſtice and 
maintain truth,” by which he has been uniformly 
actuated, in making the Promulgers of the Law inde- 
pendant of every power but that of the Law itſelf. 
The Laws of this happy Land under whoſe benign in- 
fluence we enjoy all a good Man can deſire, are 
founded on the broad baſis of Goſpel morality; we are 
taught by them *« to do to others as we would they 
ſhould do to us,” nothing is required towards our 
neighbour but what is equally required of our neigh- 
bour towards us :—we are governed by Statutes to 
which we have aſſented by the mouth of Repreſenta- 
tives of our own free choice, we may do all thoſe ſta- 
tutes permit, and cannot be compelled to ought they 
do not enjoin. In caſes of Property, as general Laws 
muſt frequently bear hard in particular inſtances, Equity 
ſteps in to our relicf, and Courts may be reſorted to 
where the rigour of the letter is ſoftened by the ſpirit 

B 2 of 


and ſcrutinizing the conduct of thoſe who adminiſter it; and no one 
who looks into the ſeveral publications of the day, will complain that 
the preſs has not the completeſt freedom : But we ought not, for our 
own fakes, if we have no nobler motive, to weaken and enervate the 
executive power, by too nicely inveſtigating plans of warlike opera- 
tion or Hence, the merit and efficacy of which depend on Secreſy. 


( 12 ) 
of the Statute ; and deciſions modified according to par- 
ticular circumſtances on the moſt enlarged principles 


of the pureſt rectitude. Thete is indeed no inſtitution, 


however excellent, but what may be perverted by the 


headſtrong paſſions of Man. This power of Appeal, 


which is one great barrier againſt any injurious ſentetice, 
is turned by obſtinate and malevolent minds into a 
means of protracting vexatious' ſuits; but to this caſe 
the words of the Apoſtle may aptly be applied, 7 


the Law itſelf is good, if a Man uſe it lawfully.”'* In 


criminal Proceſſes the trial of any ſuppoſed Delin- 
quent is ſpeedy, and freedom, except in flagrant caſes, 
allowed in the interval; his Cauſe reſts in the boſom 
of his Equals, who from the power of objection may 
bt conſidered as his own choice; he is confronted with 
the witneſſes, is allowed a fair trial and open defence, 


and ever finds his Judge diſpoſet to believe him inno- 


cent, till he is proved to be guilty ; and even then, when 
the mouth of the Law has paſſed the awful ſentence, 
which conſiſtent with impartial juſtice it could not 
withold, pity may ſtill be implored with effe& from a 


ſtill higher authority, which the Conſtitution has wiſely 


made the fountain of Clemency as well as Honor. 
SUCH 


.* The blame in general may be divided between the petulance of the 
parties concerned, and the ſelfiſh artifice of low practitioners, who live 
by the folly and ill temper of their Neighbours. 
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( 13 ) 
Sven being the general principles on which out 
Conſtitution and Laws are eſtabliſhed, on the juſt rela- 
tion we bear to our Creator, and Fellow-creatures, we 


ny may ſay with ſober exultation “ what Nation is there 2 
IF great, that has Statutes and Fudgments ſo righteous.” 
« LET US KEEP THEREFORE, AND DO 
THEM, FOR THIS Is OUR WISDOM AND 
OUR UNDERSTANDING ;” well knowing that 
as they are as' requiſite for the dignity of the Peo- 
ple, as the Majeſty of the Prince, as eſſential to their 
ſafety, as his glory, if we do not fulfill our duties both 
public and private with zeal and thearfulneſs, whatever 
misfortunes befal the kingdom, we ſhall have our ſhare 
in ſuffering as we had in incurring them; for if by 
indolence or preſumptuous contumacy we contribute to 
the ruin of our country, we pull down that ruin on 
ourſelves, we loſe that liberty at which we ptetend to 
aim, and, by becoming in the firſt inſtance ſlaves to our- 
own paſſions, we prepare ourſelves for the yoke ima 
poſed by thoſe of other men.—An awful warning 
indeed is preſented to our near inſpection, even at our 
very doors, a phenomenon in politics and morality 
unparalleled in the annals of Mankind. Let us 
pauſe therefore a while to conſider the progreſs of that 
momentous change in the government of a Nation from 


B 3 whoſe 


a * 
2 Nr 1 
” F052 * * - = * . * 9 : 
Way e „ 8 . 8 : FI a , 
C9 * 2 Exc I OED. >< * e . * 1 26. . 
. * [ing —— * * eats - "Fe 7 7 » 7 * e 2 3 . ö 1 5 N N : I... 


- . 
_— . 
. » 
7 by HQ * 
1 x * 
5 
U 
. 


— ——— — c noe = - 


| ( 14 ) 
whoſe frantic violence we have been forced to arm in 
dur own defence ;—a change commencing with the 
alluring appellation of Remedy and Reform, but which 
has produced to the ill-fated People nought but an, 
accumulation of horrors. Let us endeavour to trace. 
the evil to its ſource, that it may turn to our admoni- 
tion. It muſt be allowed, that according to the doc- 
trine of the Romiſh Church, the fountains of divine 
knowledge had unhappily been too much ſhut up from 


the common People, moral obligations too eaſily diſ- 


penſed with, religious diſcourſes addreſſed more to the 
paſſions than the reaſon of men, and rites and ceremo- 
nies inſiſted on which were more calculated to cap- 
tivate the ſenſes, than either to inform the underitand- 
ing; or purify the heart; and tho' we muſt give due 
praiſe to the character of a body of Men, many of 
whom, now * ſuffering for conſcience ſake,” have 
ſhewn themſelves “ very jealous for the Lord God 
of Hoſls;” yet the devotion of the Nation in general 
was become too ſuperficial, and whilſt the one part 
were held in ignorance, the other falſely arguing from 
the abuſe againſt the uſe of Religion, maintained at 
beſt but an external appearance of piety, whilſt they 
cheriſhed every ſcornful thought in-ſecret againſt the 
ſyſtem and its profeſſors, 
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Tux miſchievous policy alſo of a former diffolute 


reign, had enticed all perſons of power and opulence 
from their Country reſidences into the whirlpool of 
general corruption, by the ſeducing lures of avarice 
and ambition, laviſhly diſplayed in the metropolis, to 
catch the vain, the ſenſual, and the ſordid :—the plan 
ſucceeded but too well ; the antient ſeats of dignified 
patriotiſm and beneficial magnificence were neglected 


or deſerted, and with them all attention to the morals, 
manners, and happineſs of thoſe who had lived under 
their ſhade, and rejoiced in their protection; the fruit 
of the Countryman's labor did not revert to his boſom 
by the bounty and hoſpitality of his Lord, but was 
conſumed in the profligacy of the Capital, eſpecially 
in that moſt pernicious mode of modern diſſipation, 
which, derived from cunning, ſelfiſhneſs, and avarice, 
tends to vitiate every honeſt principle of the human 
heart. This change of manners produced an averſion. 
to domeſtic tranquillity, an inſatiable love of pleaſure, 
the bands of ſociety were broken; plain friendſhip was 
ſacrificed to indiſcriminate or intereſted Courteſy, and 
that paſſion, which under due reſtrictions, was given to 
ſoften the temper, and lead imperceptibly to every 
ſocial virtue, was excited to ruin the peace of families, 
and degrade human Nature to the Brute. 
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(16) 
I will not treſpaſs, on your patience to recapitulate 
the horrid train of prepoſterous events to which this epi- 
demical relaxation of principle ſeems greatly to have 
contributed, in the trying hour of national neceſſity 35 14 
they muſt be alive in every one” $ recolle&tion.—Suffice 
it to obſerve, that when the two main Pillars of a 
State, Morality and Religion, had once become weak, 
no wonder that the whole F abric, undermined by the 
engines of its ſecret enemies, and disjointed by thoſe 


friends 

* A long courſe of profuſion in every department of the State, which 
from the nature of the Government was ſuperior to controul, made the 
calls on the People exorbitant to ſupply the national finances, exhauſted 
by a War, foolithly undertaken to aſſert rights in another Country not 


enjoyed | in their own. ” he Monarch, mild and well- intentioned, better 


diſpoſed to make all his ſubjects happy than perhaps any who had ſat on 


that throne, was anxious to relieve the public burthens, but the evil was 
too deep rooted, too extenſive, and too complex to be ſuddenly removed; 

he was deceived in the means recommended to cotrect and prevent it in 
future, and fell an innocent victim to his own complacency, The Peo- 
ple, eſtranged from their ſuperiors by their long abſence from their 
Country reſidences, di not rally about them, or enable them to form 
any firm phalanx round the throne, by which they might have made 
head againſt the violent party, who having nothing to loſe, and every 
thing to gain by the uproar, were deſperate and ſanguinary: The mo- 
nied men exulted over the degraded Nobility, but their Triumph has 
been as ſhort-lived as it was illiberal; and the lower claſſes, who expected 
to enjoy peace, plenty, and ſecurity, groan under the ſcourge of the moſt 
arbitrary power at home, or are forced to hazard both body and ſoul in 


a warfare, infamoũs for atrocities unknown in the hiſtory of civilized 
nations. 
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friends who injudiciouſly attempted to repair it, ſhould, 
when preſſed on by the giant arm of popular fury, fall 
down at once on the heads of the Princes, Peers, and 
People aſſembled therein e have ſeen, however, 
that the multitude who were without did not them- 
ſelves eſcape—they who poſſeſſed power and conſe- 
quence, and had honeſtly meant to fave the edifice by 
improving ſome of its parts, fell the very firſt victims to 
their own imprudence. Their glory, their names, 
their brief popularity, the whole arrangement of that 
Conſtitution which was, as they vainly imagined, to 
rectify every former abuſe, and be an eternal monu- 
ment to after- ages of their wiſdom and their virtue, are 
no more——** they are vaniſhed like the morning cloud, 
and like the early dew they have paſſed away.” * 
C But 

* A general reformation of principles cannot be effected by acclama- 
tien, whatever the haſty ſpirit of a deſultory nation, fond of extremes, 
may arrogantly imagine. Reformation requires ſobricty, calmneſs, ſteadi- 
neſs, and moderation to bring it to good effect; it requires time and ex- 
perience to perfect it, It is not the produce of a day of public efferveſ- 
cence, the mad extaſy of men intoxicated with new wine; of Maniacs, 


who, having juſt broken thro' all reſtraints, know not how to uſe the limbs 


that are free, either for their own ſervice, or that of their Neighbours, 


Thoſe worthy Characters who were concerned in firſt putting this 
tremendous ball in motion, have fully ſhewn, how dangerous amongſt 


the higher ranks of a State are the unſkilful who mean well, when led 


by the wicked who mean milchief, 
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But who ſhall trace the ſeries of ſelf-important Legiſ- 
lators in that diſtracted Land, who ſuddenly raiſed 
by the turbulence of the Storm, like the boiſterous 
billows of the Ocean, whoſe waters caſt up mire 
and dirt,” have overwhelmed one another in rapid 
ſucceſſion ? They have ſhewn that the authority of 
a crafty leader derived from a deluded populace, 
like the feveriſh pleaſure of the ſenſualiſt, is turbulent 
and tranſient ; both proceed from an abuſe of liberty, 
and both become the prelude of infamy and deſtruc- 
tion ; they have indeed ſufficiently proved ** that the 
Triumph of che Wicked ts 382 and the Joy of the 
Hypecrite but oY. a moment.” 


Bur let us rather confider what they have done, 
than what they have ſuffered, * we ſhall thereby diſ 
cover the near affinity between Atheiſm, and wild 


* * 


Democracy; 


* The hand of God is equally ſtampt on the fate of Nations, as on that 
of Individuals ; but a Nation, as compoſed of many, who fin in a body, 


the members of which are disjointed by death, muſt be puniſhed on this 


ſide the grave. In the inſtance before us, we have ſeen Vengeance moſt 
rapidly follow Tranſgreſſion; the Accuſer has ſoon followed the Ac- 
cuſed; the Aſſaſſin has periſhed on the ſame Scaffold as the Victim of 
his perfidy; and the beguiled and betrayed have prepared the way for 


their betrayers, only the firſt actors on chat very = on which Geir 
murderers have ſo ſoon ſulfered. 
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| ( 19 ) 

Democracy for they who ſcorn to acknowledge any 
Superior on Earth, wall readily aſſail the Supremacy of 
the King of Heaven. Theſe Men who have made 
Strength their only Law of Juſlice, Terror and De- 
luſion the main props of their authority, had no ſooner 
aſſumed the plenitude of legiſlative power, than their 
firſt concern was to ſtifle all expectancy of a future 
State of reward and puniſhment, to eraſe the name of 
a year of Grace, and forbid the obſervance of the 
Sabbath. A Year which takes its chearing title from 
the Redemption of Mankind; a Day which marks the 
power and goodneſs of the Creator, as well as the 
triumph of the Saviour, and above all, the Belief of a 
great day of retribution, muſt have raiſed ſome ſerupu- 
lous compunction i in the breaſt of many at the practice 
of the enormities they meditated, they ſeemed pur- 
poſely «© made to reprove the thoughts of thoſe who 
were 2 ſw ift to ſhed blood,” and therefore by ſuch 
were judiciouſly aboliſhed. And as a ſubſtitute for 
the ſublime objects of Chriſtian faith, theſe political 
Sorcerers have called up a falſe Spirit of obſolete Phi- 
loſophy from its Heathen Sepulchre, which in Groves 
and Porticos ſacred to Juſtice and Moderation, once 
faught (as far as ſhe herſelf knew) what was praiſe- 

C 2 _ worthy 


( 20 ) 
worthy and beneficial to Mankind,* but now, like the 
Phantom of the Prophet in the eyes of apoſtate Saul, 
points to nought but Rapine, Carnage, and Death.— 
Had indeed this vain-afſuming People ſhewn theme 
ſelves patterns of public Virtue when they ſcornfully 
caſt off all dependance on Heaven, ſome plauſible ar- 
gument might perhaps have been urged agaitiſt the 
univerſal neceſſity of the Chriſtian Revelation, but the 
direct contrary, as it ever muſt be, is the Truth. The 
lame ſtroke that demoliſhed the Altar of National Re- 
lizion, opened the floodgates of national Iniquity, and 
every ſocial duty to Man has been violated by the 
impious Revilers of God. The Decorations of the 
Throne, the Spoil cf the Nobles, the Plunder of the 
Church, the Coffer of the Merchant, even the honeſt 
earnings of the poor Peaſant's Labour, have been ſeized 
by the ſame hand, and molten in the ſame furnace, 
from whence has been caſt a monſtrous Idol, at whoſe 
feet all People, Nations, and Languages are, in the 
haughty ſtrain of democratic inſolence, commanded to 

fall down. In the mid{t however of this ſcene of un- 
| bounded Iniquity, we find them“ caſting firebrands, 
arrows, and death, and faying, are Wwe not in ſport fe” 
We hear the moſt frivolous Difcourſe mingled with 

ſophiſtical 


* Quid ſit pulchrum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid non. 
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3 21. | 
ſophiſtical harangues, and murderous debate; we view 
with horror and diſguſt the moſt indecent Levity at- 
tached to the moſt conſummate Cruelty ; * Houſe 
of Prayer converted by authority into a Dex of Thieves,” 
© the Abomination of Deſolation” again landing where 
it ought not;” and whilſt “ aoroad the Sword be- 
reaveth, and at home it is as Death,” we behold 
idolatrous Pageantry diſplayed, and blaſphemous cere- 
monies invented, merely to draw off the attention of 
the Populace from the machinations of thoſe daring 
and ſubtle Few, who are forging chains to bind them; 
and an iron ſceptre to wield over their heads.“ Put 
alas! when a people can be ſo amus'd, the general maſs 
muſt doubtleſs be corrupt, there can be little ſound- 
nes in it.” — Whilt we think however on the incal- 

| C 3 culable 

It is curious to remark the teſtimony given in the midſt of this uni- 
verſal Confuſion to the neceſſity of Order. The ſeveral Leaders of 
Factions, which, like the Monſters of the Deep, have been continually 
preying on one another; whilſt each was ftriving for ſuperiority, left 
nothing unattempted of tumult, piunder, and maſſacte, to deſtroy their 
Rivals, and raiſe themſclves to the Helm; but the moment they had 
gained, as they thought, that pre-eminence, they recommended order 
and tranquillity, and inveighed bitterly againſt the promoters of Anarchy, 
fearing leſt the very weapons they had uſed ſhould be turned againſt 
themſelves. But the People have been deaf to their Doctrines, the Tor- 


rent of their Paſſions had been let looſe, and who ſhall then ſay to it, 
« Here /ball thy proud waves be ſtayed,” 
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( 22 ) 
eulable multitudes who have there periſhed by the axe 


of civil phrenzy, as well as thoſe who have fallen by 
the fate of war, we mult at the ſame time ſuppoſe that 


thouſands and tens of thouſands ſtill remain who have 
not bowed the knee to Baal, but drag on a wretched 
exiſtence under the daily dread of ſudden proſcription ; 
earneſtly ſhould we beſcech the Almighty Preſerver of 
Men, that the deſtroying Angel would flay his hand, 
and ** this Tyranny ſoon be overpaſl.” 


When G s Judgments are ebus dbriad i in the Earth, 


| it is high time for all the Inhabitants of the World to learn 


Righteouſneſs. In all Kingdoms, and Ages, the ſame 
Cauſes will produce the ſame Effects; and Nations, like 


Individuals, have no reaſon to exult over the Errors of 


their Neighbours, but learn from thence in good time to 


correct their own. —THE SOLEMN APPEAL OF 
THE SWORD IS NOW MADE TO HEAVEN; but 
War does not always determine the Juſtice of a Cauſe, or 
the merit of a People, for a wicked Nation, like a wicked 
Man, may fulfil the purpoſes of Providence, and be 
made an Inſtrument of chaſtiſement to others. We 
have had repeated inſtances of God's mercy and loving- 
kindneſs to us as a Nation, and under our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances we are called "upon more particularly to 

bring 
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( 23 ) 
bring our ways to remembrance, and, by a more than 
uſual attention to our reſpective dutics, endeavour to 
make the Lord himſelf out friend. —Our Enemies have 
diſclaimed his protection, they have denied their Sa- 
viour, and are fallen into that gulph which daring 
impiety ſpreads for her blind votaries; let us ſhew 
ourſelves a contraſt to them, let our foes never have to 
boaſt that, by our neglect of religious duties, by our 
unbridled ſenſuality, or reſtleſs inſolence, we have, like 
them, renounced our Maker as our Protector, his Son, 
as our Mediator and Interceſſor, «« wherefore, ſhould theſe 
Heathens Ay. where is their God?” We have Virtues, 
as a People, ſufficient to prevent deſpair ;—we have 
Vices enough to check preſumption. —The Public is 
daily diſplaying voluntary inſtances of extenſive bene- 
volence; by them the Poor are taught, the naked 
clothed, the ſick viſited, the priſoner comforted, * and 


the Stranger hoſpitably entertained ; but let us not ar- 
. rogantly 


* One diſtinguiſhed Perſonage has ſtept forth with the Grace of true 
Nobility, and the cool fortitude of a Soldier, amid the debates of State, 


and the toils of war, as the benevolent Champion of the forſaken Debtor, 


and his helpleſs Family. The Legiſlature has admitted his pathetic plea : 
It has alfo hearkened to the Voice of that humane Wanderer the friend 


of God and man; who, following the example of his Saviour, “went about 


doing good,” and ſacrificed his life in the great cauſe of Beneficence; by 


his advice, and inſtruction, the condition of the Priſoner has been meli- 


orated, 
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( 24 ) 


rogantly ſuppoſe we can thus compromile with Heaven 


for the omiſſion of other duties, * theſe ought we to do, 
but not leave the ethers undone.” True Virtue conſiſts 
more in Habits than in Acts, for many are capable of 
charitable exertions on the immediate impulte cf ſen- 
ſibility, who will not ſubmit to an uniform tenor of 


rational moderation, and exemplary piety ; and altho' 


« Charity will cover the mulittuae of Sins,” it can never 
ſuperlede the neceflity of attention to all its kindred 


Virtues. It is in truth far better to prevent Crimes 
by ſteady diſcipline, than to be driven to the neceſſity 
of puniſhing the perpetrators with rigor; for Impriſon- 
ment often makes offenders callous, and Executions, 
by frequency, loſe their Terror. Education, on the 
genuine principles of Chriſtianity, is the beſt preſerva- 
tive againlt the firſt advances to tranſgreſſion; by it the 
heart is kept pure, and every good intention matured 
into good action. It therefore well becomes all thoſe 
whoſe ſituation in life renders their example import- 


* 


ant, 


orated, Light and Health admitted into his dwelling, and by wiſe regu- 
lations both phyſical and moral contagion at once prevented. IIn theſe 
Act, we may glory ;—yet how much more would it redound to our ho- 
nour and happineſs, could we by ſteady diſcipline of ourſelves, and at- 
tention to the morals of others, gradually render theſe maſſy Fabrics 


unneceſſary, and turning them into Houſes either of Chriſtian Educa- 
tion, or induſtrious manufaCture, let them remain glorious Monuments 


of popular Reformation, 
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( 25 ) 

ant, and their influence extenſive, to exert both in 
this great cauſe, to inſtill into the minds of the inferior 
claſſes, who are placed by Providence under their pro- 
tection, early principles of Integrity, Decency, In- 
duſtry,* Frugality, and Content; and above all, a religi- 
ous obſervance of the Sabbath, as the beſt Teſt of Ja- 
bitua! goodneſs, | 


Bur a Spirit of Indifference ꝓ towards Religion is 


unhappily gone forth—a lying Spirit! Let thoſe, 


however, who give way to it well conſider, whether 
they would treat their temporal affairs with equal diſ- 
regard, and of what ſuperior import that concern muſt 


D be 


* They who will not dig, yet are not aſhamed to beg, are the Perſons 
who fill our Streets and Roads with profligate Poverty, Idleneſs begets diſ- 
content, diſcontent a deſire of altering their ſituation, and they who do 
not chuſe to apply to Labour, will have recourfe to depredation, altho” 


they have every encouragement to Induſtry in this free Country, where 
what a Man earns is ſecured to Himſelf and his Family. 


+ Our Anceſtors fought hard for their Religion when they thought it in 
danger; they braved perſecution and Martyrdom in its defence; they 
conſidered their ſum of happineſs at flake, when the free Exerciſe of it 
was denied, or expected to be ſo; but now we have it ſecure, now it is 


unconfined, and open to all, like other poſſeſſions, which appear moſt 


valuable in the purſuit, we ungratefully treat it with inattention. We 


ſhould bitterly complain, were we prevented from worſhippping God in 
the manner moſt agreeable to our ſentiments, and now we may do ſo 
without reſtraint, too many neglect his worſhip altogether, 
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( 26) 
be which includes all their preſent enjoyment, and can 
extend or deſtroy it to eternity; let them reſt aſſured 
that the Doctrines and Precepts of Chriſtianity muſt 
ſtand or fall together ; and, by the ſtriking example 
now ſadly before our eyes, be feelingly convinced, that 
when the barrier of religious decorum is once broken 
down, and the mild graces of the Goſpel ſet at nought, 
the ſtrength of a People, however poliſhed, will relapſe 
into Barbariſm, into every ſpecies of bratal excefs, in- 
conſiſtent with Freedom, with Honour, and with 
Manhood, Let them reflect alſo for a moment on a 
ſubject peculiarly applicable to the preſent occaſion ; 
reflect on the dreadful conſequences which muſt accrue 
to Society, if all confidence in that great judicial Teſt, 
by which the Property, Reputation, and Lives of Men 
great Meaſure determined, were thus at once 


© 
deſtroyed ; for where ſhall we find any ſatis factory re- 


are in a 


liance on human Evidence, when He, who ** fwveareth 
by the God of Truth, feareth not an Oath?” It is 
doubtleſs of the greateſt moment to the welfare of a 
Community, by every ſolemn form of adminiſtering this 
awful appeal, to impreſs the minds of all Men with 
the high dignity and ſerious importance of what they 
are about, that they may not wickedly or wantonly 
deſpoil their Neighbour of every Thing dear to Man 
in this Life, or ſwear away their own Salyation for ever. 


To 
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To conclude : Our beloved Country, from its 
fituation and reſources, can never be moved but by 


internal Diſcord, it can never fall but by its own 
—- hands.—** I bejeech you, therefore, Brethren, in the 
4 5 5 name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpcak the 
8 fame thing, and that there be no diviſions among you, 
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the ſame 
5 mind, and in the ſame judgment; at an hour like 
this, when our haughty foes have ſo fiercely menaced 
Invaſion, when they have ſo lately threatened to ** enter 
into the lodging of our Borders, and into the Foreſt 
of our Carmel.” Our heart muſt be with the Governors 
of Iſrael who offer themſelves willingly among the 
Pecplo. May hand then join with hand, and heart 
with heart, to promote the proſperity of the State, and, 
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« by Love, to ſerve one another ]“ and whilſt we de- 
> {288 precate the horrors ever attendant on ſuch a calamity 
as War, and “ cover the graves" of departed Heroes 
5 with tears of paternal regret, may we earneſtly implore 
74 the bleſſing of the Giver of all Victory on the arms of 
1 our Country, reluctantly engaged in a Combat for every 
y thing valuable to us as Britons, and as Chriſtians: may 
4 we endeavour to render ourſelves in ſome degree worthy 
= of receiving it, by patriotic zeal united with all godly 

quietneſs, and not forſaking the aſſembling ourſelves toge- 
ther IN THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, 0 the man- 
ner of ſome is, nor meddling with them v' are given to 

change,” 
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change,” who ** uſe their Liberty for an occalion to 
the Fleſh;” may we render to all their Due, To 
God, by pious gratitude and obedience ; to our Coun- 
try, by promoting the practice of ©** whatever is juſt, 
pure, and of good report; to our King, by loyalty 
chearful and ſincere, fit for a free People to beſtow, 
worthy the Sovereign of a free People to receive; to 
Ourſclves, by a due reverence of our ineſtimable Cong 
ſtitution in Church and State; and to Poſterity, by | 
tranſmitting the ſame unimpaired and unmutilated to 
our Children's Children. The Bleſſing of the God of 

; Peace will await ſuch a conduct, permanent and ſub- 
ſtantial happineſs pervade every rank and ſtation of 
Life; for it is the fundamental Doctrine of our holy 
Faith, that in whatever condition a Chriſtian ſhall have 
paſſed through this earthly pilgrimage, whether high 
or low, if he has performed, to the beſt of his abilities, 
the duty of that condition with benevolence, with zeal, 


and with fincerity; at that period, when celeſtial Order 
ſhall for ever prevail among the Souls of the juſt made 


perfect, and the rebellious Spirits remain bound in 
everlaſting chains, He ſhall doubtleſs then be de- 
pendant on God alone, and very richly recompenſed 
by his Lord and Saviour, % r whoſe ſake he has 
ſabmitted himſelf on Earth tr every legal ordinance 
of Man. IM TY 
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